
Design Award: 2026 AIA Illinois Honor Awards 
 

 
 
Step 1: Submitter's Details 
 
• Submitter's First Name:  

 
• Submitter's Last Name:  

 
• Submitter's AIA designation (if applicable):  

 
• Submitter's Email Address: 

 
• Submitter's Company (if applicable):  

 
• Submitter's Address: 

 

Address 1 
Address 2 
Country 
City 
State/Province 
ZIP/Postal Code 
Submitter's Phone 

 
• Co-Submitter(s) Details 

 

Add anyone additional who worked on this submission. Multiple co-submitter’s may be 
added. 
 

IMPORTANT: Automated emails will only go to the Submitter. Co-Submitter's are unable to 
receive emails.  

 

Address 1 
Address 2 
Country 
City 
State/Province 
ZIP/Postal Code 
Submitter's Phone 

 
 
• Title of Submission: Project name (Do not include firm name.) 

 
• Website: Please provide the website for the project if available.   
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Step 2: Nomination Form 
 

 
• *Select the Design Award that applies to this entry: 

 
 

o For Excellence in Interiors - Project 5,000 SF and over 
o For Excellence in Interiors - Project under 5,000 SF 
o For Excellence in Planning 
o For Greatest Impact - Project Construction Value $5M and above 
o For Greatest Impact - Project Construction Value Below $5M 
o For Excellence in Preservation - Project Construction Value $5M and Above 
o For Excellence in Preservation - Project Construction Value Below $5M 
o For Excellence in High-Performance Buildings - Project 5,000 SF and Over 
o For Excellence in High-Performance Buildings - Project under 5,000 SF 

   
      You may submit for multiple award categories, but a separate entry is required for each nomination. 

 
 
REMINDER: Do not mention the firm name anywhere below to ensure a blinded review by the 
jury. 

 
 

• *Share a brief statement describing the project’s purpose, scope, and what 
distinguishes it for this award. 
 

 This will be a comment box with a 5,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
 
 
• *Briefly explain challenges faced. 

 

       This will be a comment box with a 2,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
 
 
• *What city and state (and country if outside the USA) is this project located? 
 
 
• *Significant dates (project start/end dates). 
 
 
• *Describe the community this project serves: 

 

o Small Community 
o Suburban 
o Urban 

 
 
• *Briefly describe the long-term impacts and/or lasting benefits this project will have 

on its users. 
 

       This will be a comment box with a 2,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
 
 

• *Briefly explain innovative approaches to the project. 
 

       This will be a comment box with a 2,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
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• *Explain how the project’s design process, decision making methods and final built 
environment will demonstrate a meaningful commitment to advancing equity, 
diversity, and inclusion within the architecture profession. In your response, describe 
specific strategies such as inclusive community engagement, equitable design 
practices, diverse team participation, culturally responsive design solutions, etc., and 
provide examples of how these approaches may shape the project’s goals, workflows 
and outcomes. 
 

      This will be a comment box with a 5,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
 
 
 
 
*Supporting Documentation 
 

Tell the story behind your design! It is highly encouraged to give the jury the context they need 
by providing: 
 

• Site plan and/or floor plan (plus additional drawings if available). 
• Before and after images. 
• Media coverage highlighting the project. 
• Signed letters of support. 
• Other documentation showing project achievements. 
• For the High-Performance categories: include building energy use measurements (EUI) in 

the support materials. (Resource example 1, Resource example 2) 
• All materials must have the firm name and logo responsible for the project redacted. 
 

File Parameters: 
 

• All supporting materials are to be provided in one (1) PDF file. 
• The file cannot exceed 50 MB.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://brainboxai.com/en/articles/energy-use-intensity-eui-the-measure-of-a-buildings-efficiency
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark/understand-metrics/what-eui
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Step 3: Framework for Design Excellence 
 
Where applicable, briefly explain where and how the AIA Framework for Design 
Excellence can be applied to this project.  
5 

 

Note: It is not required to meet ALL Ten Principles. 
 
 This will be a comment box with a 5,000-character count, which includes punctuation & spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/aia-2023-infographic-08-24-23.pdf
http://www.aia.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/aia-2023-infographic-08-24-23.pdf

